July 29, 2007

Nashville Storm Survives Tough Challenge From Sumner County Xpress 24-14

BUSTER BOGUSKIE STADIUM, STRATFORD HIGH SCHOOL, NASHVILLE,TN- On paper, a Minor League Football game between a perennially  nationally-ranked team from a large city and an 0-3 team from a neighboring suburban county would appear to be a mismatch.

But football isn't played on paper, it's played on the field, and the Nashville Storm endured some anxious moments against a very un-intimidated Sumner County Xpress team (which included 7 former Nashville Storm players) before escaping Stratford High School with a 24-14 victory Saturday night.

The Xpress drew first blood by driving 70 yards in 14 plays on the opening series of the game and taking a 6-0 lead on Xpress QB Ryan Hamilton's 19-yard TD pass to James Jones (Xpress K Nolan Smith's extra point kick was blocked by Storm OL Rickie McDowell, playing at DT on the Storm kick defense unit). The Storm, however, retook the lead at 7-6 on the first offensive play of the 2nd quarter, a 79-yard TD pass from Storm QB Phellepe Hall (Maplewood/TSU) to WR Gary Peete (AF2 Memphis Xplorers). After another long Xpress drive ended with a missed 51-yard field-goal attempt from Nolan Smith, the Storm upped their lead to 14-6 on a 1-yard TD run by Phellepe Hall which capped a 7-play, 58-yard Storm drive. The Storm threatened to score again in the 2nd Quarter by driving to the Sumner County 3-yard line after Kareem Bland (MTSU) blocked an Xpress punt, but the Xpress tackled Jeremie Whittaker (Coahoma CC) for no gain at the Xpress 3 as time ran out in the 1st half.

The Storm opened the 2nd half with an 80-yard kickoff return by "Batman" Martin (Hillwood) to the Sumner County 5-yard line, but the Xpress held the Storm to no yards on 3 offensive plays before Storm K Blake Coble (Centennial) kicked a 27-yard FG to incresae the Storm lead to 17-6. The Storm scored their final points by driving 73 yards in 8 plays, highlighted by a 37-yard run by Antwan Ross (Lebanon/Huron University) and culminating in Santorio Crawford's 5-yard TD run in the 4th Quarter, giving the Storm a 24-6 lead. Xpress DT Derek Starnes fell on a Storm fumble in the Storm end zone with 46 seconds left to play for an Xpress touchdown; Xpress RB Anthony Bryant (Los Angeles Junior College) ran the ball in for a 2-pt conversion to make the final score 24-14 in favor of the Nashville Storm.

The Nashville Storm are now 3-0 in NAFL play and 6-1 overall, and await the Saturday, August 4 invasion by the undefeated (3-0) Memphis Panthers. This game will be played at Stratford High School (1800 Stratford Avenue, Nashville,TN 37216) with a 7 PM kickoff.

STORM SUPERLATIVES

PLAYER OF THE GAME (OVERALL)- GARY PEETE (Itawamba CC/AF2 Memphis Xplorers)- Peete, also a former professional baseball player in the Toronto Blue Jays organization, played "iron man" football in this game and was an impact player on both sides of the ball. On offense, Peete had a 79-yard TD catch at WR, and on defense (at LB), the 6'3", 215 lb Peete had 2.5 tackles for losses including a QB sack.

PLAYER OF THE GAME (OFFENSE)- ANTWAN ROSS (Lebanon HS/Huron University)- Ross, who led the 2006 Storm team in rushing TDs (6) and yards per carry (5.6), got his first 2007 touches in the 2nd half against Sumner County, and made the most of them. Ross had 56 yards in 4 carries (despite having a 22-yard run called back by a penalty).

PLAYER OF THE GAME (DEFENSE)- WILL STILLEY (Eastern Kentucky)- LB Stilley, a US Army Special Forces PFC stationed at Fort Campbell with tours of duty in Iraq, was all over the field making big plays against the Xpress, and finished with 8.5 tackles, 4.5 for losses.

PLAYER OF THE GAME (SPECIAL TEAMS)- TIE- BATMAN MARTIN (Hillwood) and KAREEM BLAND (MTSU)- Martin's 80-yard kickoff return was the longest Storm kickoff return since the 2005 season, and Bland blocked an Xpress punt in the 2nd quarter in addition to making some big plays at Safety.

GAME SUMMARY

                                                       1     2     HALF    3     4      FINAL

SUMNER COUNTY                   6     0         6        0     8         14

NASHVILLE                                0    14       14      3      7         24

SUMNER CO- James Jones 19 pass from Ryan Hamilton (Smith kick blocked)- 5:47 1st Qtr

NASHVILLE- Gary Peete 79 pass from Phellepe Hall (Coble kick)- 14: 46 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Phellepe Hall 1 run (Coble kick)- 3:09 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Blake Coble 27 FG-13:01 3rd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Santorio Crawford 5 run (Gorecki Kick)- 9:26 4th Qtr

SUMNER CO- Derek Starnes fumble recovery in Storm end zone (Bryant 2-pt conversion run)- 0:46 4th Qtr

STATISTICS

                                                SUMNER CO                NASHVILLE

First Downs                                    12                                    13

Yds Rushing                                  89                                  113

Yds Passing                                   68                                  159

Total Offense                                157                                 272

Passes                                       3-10-1-1                       8-13-0-1

Turnovers                                       2                                      1

