July 29, 2007

NAFL Memphis Panthers Owner/Head Coach Charlie Wade Is A Nashville Native And Former NFL Wide Receiver

Normally, when the NAFL Nashville Storm plays a home game, the Storm provides directions to their home field (Buster Boguskie Stadium at Stratford High School) to the Head Coach of the opposing team.

This Saturday (August 4), Charlie Wade, the owner and Head Coach of the undefeated NAFL Memphis Panthers, won't need them. He knows how to get to Stratford.

That's because Coach Wade is a Nashville native who played both high school and college football in Nashville before a 4-year career as a National Football League Wide Receiver.

Wade, 57, was a high school football star at the old Meigs High School in Nashville in the late 1960's before a stellar college career playing for the legendary John Merritt at Tennessee State University. After finishing his TSU eligibility, the 5'10", 164 lb Wade was drafted in the 17th round by the Miami Dolphins, where Wade earned a Super Bowl ring as a rookie on the 1973 Dolphin Super Bowl Champions. Wade later played for the Chicago Bears, Green Bay Packers, and Kansas City Chiefs before retiring after the 1977 season. Wade's best season was in 1974 for the Chicago Bears, where he caught 39 passes for 683 yards.

In 2006, Coach Wade founded the Memphis Panthers Minor League Football Team and placed the team in the 124-team, coast-to-coast North American Football League, where they were placed in one of the NAFL's toughest divisions (the Tennessee Valley Division, which includes the 2005 NAFL South Champion Arkansas Rhinos and the 2006 NAFL National Runner-Up Nashville Storm). The Panthers finished their first season with a 6-5 record, with 4 of their defeats being to either the Storm or the Rhinos. However, the losses to the Rhinos and the Storm were competitive games; the Panthers took the Arkansas Rhinos to OT before losing 25-22, and the scores of their 2 losses to the Nashville Storm were 37-30 and 14-6.

In 2007, Coach Wade brings an undefeated (3-0) Memphis Panther team to Stratford for a Saturday night collision with the Nashville Storm (also 3-0 in NAFL play), and the Panthers' record includes a 28-23 road victory against the Arkansas Rhinos on July 21. The winner of this game will become the first place team in the NAFL South's toughest division, and will probably be the #1 ranked Minor League Football team in the South by Minor League Football News (the Nashville Storm's current ranking).

But high stakes are clearly nothing new for Charlie Wade.

The Nashville Storm and the Memphis Panthers will play each other Saturday Night, August 4, at Stratford High School (1800 Stratford Avenue, Nashville, TN 37216). Gate will open at 6 PM, Kickoff will be at 7 PM. Adult admission is $8.00, Ages 5-14 $4.00, children under 5 free.

