June 17, 2007

NASHVILLE STORM (NAFL) DEFEATS CROSSTOWN RIVAL TENNESSEE RATTLERS (USFL) 41-6 

BUSTER BOGUSKIE STADIUM, STRATFORD HIGH SCHOOL,NASHVILLE,TN- Saturday night, the scoreboard clock at Buster Boguskie Stadium was having mechanical difficulties, but the game was otherwise smooth sailing for the NAFL's Nashville Storm, who exploded for 27 2nd-quarter points in coasting to a 41-6 victory over their crosstown rival the Tennessee Rattlers (USFL).

While the Storm substituted freely at the offensive skill positions, the Storm's offensive star was Albert Winn (TSU), the younger half-brother of Baltimore Raven (and former Tennessee Titan) Pro Bowl WR Derrick Mason, who caught TD passes of 17 and 37 yards in the 2nd quarter from Storm QB Phellepe Hall (Maplewood/TSU). While the Storm only had 251 yards of total offense on the night, 5 different Nashville Storm punt returners racked up 181 punt return yards on 6 returns, consistently giving the Storm highly favorable field position at the start of offensive drives.

On defense, the Storm, led by a spectacular game from 6'6", 340 lb DT Danny Roberson (TSU), who had 4 tackles for losses including 2 QB sacks, were stifling, holding the Rattlers to only 3 first downs (one by penalty) on the night and an incredible (-7) yards of total offense.

The game's first quarter was scoreless, although the Storm drove to the Rattler 5-yard line before being stopped by the Rattlers for 4 downs. But on the second play of the 2nd Quarter, Hall hit Winn with a 17-yard TD pass for the game's first score. The Rattlers went three-and-out on their next possession, and the Storm's Cordale Adams (Whites Creek) returned a Rattler punt 36 yards to give the Storm the ball on the Rattler 25. 5 plays later, the Storm's Gary Peete (Itawamba CC/AF2 Memphis Xplorers), lined up for the first time at TB, ran for the Storm's 2nd TD from the 6-yard line. On the Rattler's next possession, Storm LB Will Stilley (Eastern Kentucky) stripped the ball from the Rattlers' Judah Lando and returned the ball 31 yards to the Rattler 37, where one play later, Hall hit Winn again with a 37-yard TD strike. After another Rattler 3-and-out, Stilley, as a blocking back on the Storm punt return unit, caught a shanked Rattler punt and returned it 32 yards for the Storm's 4th TD of the 2nd Quarter. The Rattlers would threaten to score when the Rattlers' Kila Wilson (Cumberland) returned the Storm's ensuing kickoff 77 yards to the Storm 3-yard line, but the Storm held the Rattlers on downs, giving the Storm a 27-0 lead going into halftime.

The Storm started the 2nd half similarly to the 2nd quarter; Cordale Adams returned the Rattlers' opening kickoff 39 yards to the Rattler 37, and 4 plays later, Phellepe Hall threw his 3rd TD pass of the night, a 25-yarder to Ernest Ramsey.  The Storm's Antorio Crawford ran 22 yards for the Storm's final TD with 5 seconds left in the 3rd Quarter.

The Rattlers would finally score with 4:17 left in the 4th Quarter On Efrem McGee's 16-yard TD pass to Kila Wilson, completing the scoring.

The game was the season-opener for the Tennessee Rattlers, whose next game will be their opener in USFL play on Saturday. June 30 against the Tennessee Trojans at Montgomery Bell Academy (4001 Harding Road, Nashville,TN 37205).

The Nashville Storm, now 1-1 in the preseason, will go on the road for their other two preseason games, first on Saturday, June 30, when the Storm travel to Atlanta to take on the Georgia Crusaders, and then on July 7, when the Storm travel to Evansville,IN to play the Evansville Vipers (MCFL). The Nashville Storm will next play at home in their NAFL opener against their archrivals, the Arkansas Rhinos, Saturday night, July 14, at 7 PM at Buster Boguskie Stadium at Stratford High School, 1800 Stratford Avenue, Nashville,TN 37216.

GAME SUMMARY

                                                        1     2     HALF     3     4     FINAL

TENNESSEE RATTLERS          0     0         0         0     6         6

NASHVILLE STORM                   0    27      27       14    0        41

NASHVILLE- Albert Winn 17 Pass From Phellepe Hall (Gorecki Kick Missed)- 14:15 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Gary Peete 6 Run (Gorecki Kick)- 7:08 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Albert Winn 37 Pass From Phellepe Hall (Gorecki Kick)- 4:15 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Will Stilley 32 Punt Return (Gorecki Kick)- 2:32 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Ernest Ramsey 25 Pass From Phellepe Hall (Gorecki Kick)- 12:19 3rd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Antorio Crawford 22 Run (Gorecki Kick)- 0:05 3rd Qtr

TENNESSEE- Kila Wilson 16 Pass From Efrem McGee (2-pt conv failed)- 4:17 4th Qtr

STATISTICS

                                               TENNESSEE               NASHVILLE

First Downs                                    3                                    13

Yds Rushing                                (-15)                               113

Yds Passing                                   8                                   138

Total Offense                                (-7)                                 251

Passes                                      2-13-1-1                         8-20-1-3

Turnovers                                       3                                     2

