June 5, 2007

NASHVILLE STORM TO OPEN 2007 SEASON SATURDAY NIGHT (JUNE 9) AGAINST THE HARDIN COUNTY WOLVERINES

Two football teams, separated by only a 2-hour drive on I-65; but both teams finished their 2006 seasons playing in National Championship Games.

On June 3, 2006 the Nashville Storm (NAFL) and the Hardin County (KY) Wolverines (then in the OVFL) played in a preseason game in Radcliff, KY, a nip-and-tuck affair that ended in a 28-24 Hardin County victory after Hardin County scored the go-ahead TD with a minute left on the clock, and then held the Nashville Storm on downs at the Hardin County 12-yard line as time expired. At the time, noone realized that the victorious Hardin County team would win all of their 2006 games (this was the only 2006 game that Hardin County did not win by at least 10 points) and be named by the Minor League Football News ( http://www.minorleaguefootballnews.com ) as one of the 2 participants in the January, 2007 annual MLFN AAA National Championship Game (Hardin County lost this game 41-31 to the Central Florida Thoroughbreds) or that the NAFL's Nashville Storm, the loser in the game, would go on to win 15 of their next 16 games in a march to the National Championship Game of the 124-team NAFL ( http://www.nafl.org ), where the Storm would lose a 24-19 decision to the Dallas Diesel at Disneyworld in Orlando, FL.

This Saturday Night (June 9), the Nashville Storm and Hardin County Wolverines (now in the MCFL), will tee it up again at 7 PM in the long-awaited rematch, this time in Nashville, TN at Stratford High School (1800 Stratford Avenue, Nashville,TN 37216). Adult admission is $8.00, Ages 5-14 $4.00, Children under 5 free. Entertainment will be provided by the Nashville Storm Dance Team, choreographed by NFL Tennessee Titan Cheerleader Sissy Gillespie.

The game will be the 2007 season-opener for the Nashville Storm, coached by Head Coach Patrick Abernathy (TSU), and featuring players like Phellepe Hall, Desmond Scantling, Fred Beard, Albert Winn, and Bryan Holt (TSU), Antuian Bradford (Vanderbilt), Nathaniel Claybrooks, Kareem Bland, and Jeremiah Weaver (MTSU), Lonnie Harris (Arkansas-Pine Bluff), Mario Bland (Mississippi Valley State), Dell Merritt, Justin Ely, and Gerald Davis (Cumberland), Lance Charles (Tulane), William Stilley (Eastern Kentucky), Cromwell Stewart (UT-Martin), and Gary Peete (Memphis).

The Hardin County Wolverines are already 2-0 for their 2007 season, having defeated the Western KY Punishers 55-7 and the Chattanooga-based Tennessee Pioneers 26-16. The Wolverines feature players like Roderick and Rodney Tinker (Kentucky), Michael Skees (Western Kentucky), Shaun Boykins (Murray State), Dewayne Whitfield (Mississippi State), Brandon Ditto (Campbellsville), Marvin Swope  (KY Wesleyan), and Ken White (KY State).

