June 29, 2008

[image: image1.jpg]



YOU’RE A NASHVILLE KINGS QB--- THIS IS WHAT YOU SEE

NASHVILLE STORM MOVES TO 3-0 WITH 46-6 VICTORY OVER NASHVILLE KINGS

STRATFORD HIGH SCHOOL, NASHVILLE, TN- Someone finally scored on the Nashville Storm. Specifically, the Nashville Kings’ Chris Benton scored on the Nashville Storm on a 90-yard kickoff return with 4:37 left in the 3rd Quarter of Saturday night’s game at Stratford High School’s Buster Boguskie Stadium.Only problem was that the Nashville Storm, ranked #1 nationally  in the nationwide, 124-team NAFL’s power rankings, scored a lot MORE than the Kings, rolling to a 33-0 halftime lead en route to a 46-6 victory, bringing the Storm’s record to 3-0 on their June schedule with a 114-6 scoring margin over their 3 opponents.

On offense, Storm QB Tye Forte (Bacone College) threw for 193 yards and 3 TDs, all in the  first half. Anthony “Batman” Martin led the Storm rushing attack  (which again used 5 running backs) with 51 yards in 11 carries, while WR Mario Merriweather (Clarksville HS/Bethel College) had 6 catches for 115 yards and 2 TDs (also all in the first half). WR Albert Winn (TSU) and TE Marc Ingram (Lane College) also had TD catches for the Storm, and Storm RB Chris Humes (Mt Juliet HS) had a rushing TD for the 2nd straight game. 

On defense, the Storm was as dominant as they had been in their previous two games, holding the Kings offense to (-3) yards of total offense for the game. Led by a spectacular performance by Jeremy Sims (Georgia State), a 290-lb LB moved to DT for this game (4 tackles for losses, 3 QB Sacks), the Storm defensive front racked up 11 Tackles For Losses including 8 QB Sacks, bringing the Storm’s QB sack total to 25 for the season’s first 3 games. The Storm secondary picked off 3 Kings pass attempts, one each by S Michael Curtis (Campbellsville), S Danarius Fowler (Pearl-Cohn), and CB Cromwell Stewart  (Father Ryan/UT-Martin), with Stewart returning his interception 32 yards for a touchdown. The Storm defensive unit has still not surrendered a point in the 2008 season.

The Storm scored on their first possession of the game for the 2nd straight game as QB Tye Forte hit Mario Merriweather with a 20-yard TD pass to cap off an 8-play,58 yard drive. On the Storm’s 2nd possession,though, Forte ball stripped from him by a blindside tackle, and the Kings’ Jeremy Winnott scooped up the fumble and returned it to the Storm 14-yard line. 2 plays later, the Kings’ Broderick Crayton caught an Adam Taylor pass to give the Kings first down at the Storm 3. The Storm, however, held the Kings on downs as Storm CB Rod Higgins (MTSU) broke up Taylor’s throw to Crayton on 4th down.

Starting from the Storm 2, the Storm marched 98 yards in 9 plays  to score their 2nd touchdown on Forte’s 24-yard TD pass to Albert Winn early in the 2nd quarter. Then, after a Kings’ 3-and-out, Storm SS Jonathan Weaver (Cerritos CC) ran a shanked Kings’punt 23 yards for a TD to raise the Storm lead to 20-0. Late in the 2nd quarter, Cromwell Stewart’s TD interception return raised the Storm lead to 26-0; and, with a little more than 2 minutes left in the half, Forte hit Mario Merriweather with a short pass near the Storm sideline; Merriweather  used his 4.28 40-yard dash speed to reverse his direction to the other side of the field and jet downthe visitors’ sideline for a 47-yard score, giving the Storm a 33-0 halftime lead.

In the 3rd quarter, the Storm, following Michael Curtis’ interception and 21-yard return of a Kings’ pass attempt, drove 56 yards to score on Chris Humes’ 1-yard run. On the following kickoff, the Kings’ Chris Benton’s 90-yard kickoff return put the Kings on the scoreboard and cut the Storm lead to 39-6. The Storm’s last score came late in the 4th quarter on backup QB  Jason Hankins (Rainy River CC) 18-yard TD pass to TE Marc Ingram, moving the score to the 46-6  final.

The Nashville Kings (0-2) will take next weekend off before traveling to Memphis, TN to take on the Memphis Panthers in a Saturday, July 12 game.

The Nashville Storm (3-0) will also take next weekend off before taking on their next opponent, the Memphis Blast, who will travel to Nashville to play the Storm Saturday night, July 12, at Stratford High School in a game with a 7 PM kickoff.

GAME SUMMARY

                                                     1     2     HALF      3      4       FINAL

NASHVILLE KINGS            0     0          0          6      0            6

NASHVILLE STORM          7    26       33        6      7           46

STORM- Mario Merriweather 20 pass from Tye Forte (Coble kick)- 9:48 1st Qtr

STORM-Albert Winn 24 pass from Tye Forte (Coble kick)- 13:13 2nd Qtr

STORM-Johnathan Weaver 23 punt return (Coble kick blocked)- 9:55 2nd Qtr

STORM- Cromwell Stewart 32 interception return (Coble kick missed)- 4:45 2nd Qtr

STORM- Mario Merriweather 47 pass from Tye Forte (Coble kick)- 2:01 2nd Qtr

STORM- Chris Humes 1 run (Coble kick missed)- 4:56 3rd Qtr

KINGS- Chris Benton 90 kickoff return (2-pt conv failed)- 4:37 3rd Qtr

STORM- Marc Ingram 18 pass from Jason Hankins (Gorecki kick)- 4:50 4th Qtr
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“HIGH ENOUGH TO GO DUCK  HUNTING WITH A RAKE”

NASHVILLE STORM RANKED # 1 NATIONALLY IN FIRST NAFL POWER RANKINGS FOR 2008 

The first NAFL National Power Rankings were released on Wednesday night, June 25, and the Nashville Storm are ranked Number One nationally among the nationwide NAFL’s 124 teams. This ranking is based on the results of the Nashville Storm’s first two games, a 19-0 victory over the Tennessee Rattlers and a 49-0 victory over Clarksville’s Tri-City Knights. Of course, since the release of these rankings, the Storm have added a 46-6 victory over the Nashville Kings to move to 3-0 on the 2008 season.

This ranking represents the Nashville Storm’s highest-ever ranking in any national poll; the Nashville Storm, in their 7-year history, have been ranked Number One regionally  in the South on several occasions (including at the end of seasons) in various polls, but the Storm have never before held this ranking nationally in any poll or survey.

This lofty power ranking takes on additional significance in 2008 because the NAFL has announced that they will seed the 2008 NAFL playoffs based on the NAFL power rankings; in other words, if the Storm still holds this Number One ranking at the end of the NAFL regular season, every Nashville Storm playoff game until the NAFL National Championship Game would be played in Nashville at Stratford High School.

The Nashville Storm,coached  by former All-OVC TE Charles Hunter (TSU) have a lifetime W-L record of 75-15,have won NAFL South Championships in 2003, 2004, and 2006, and played in the NAFL’s National Championship Game in 2006 at Disneyworld in Orlando,FL, losing a close decision to the Dallas Diesel by a 24-19 score.
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NASHVILLE STORM DEDICATE JUNE 28 GAME TO STORM FB JAMES NICKERSON-HEADED TO AFGHANISTAN ON MILITARY MISSION

Nashville Storm FB James Nickerson, like most Nashville Storm players, has a “day job” that doesn’t involve football. Unlike most of the Storm’s players, though, Nickerson’s job (as is that of Storm LB Will Stilley) is to defend the rest of us as we do OUR jobs; as a member of the United States Army. While Nickerson’s Nashville Storm teammates prepared to take the field against the Nashville Kings Saturday night, Nickerson and his unit were on a plane headed to Afghanistan to take on a much more dangerous foe (no knock on the Kings, but those other guys have guns).

So the Nashville Storm dedicated Saturday night’s game to James Nickerson as well as his brothers and sisters in arms who keep us safe. Storm PA Announcer Leslie Pope issued the following statement on behalf of the Nashville Storm:

“The Nashville Storm would like to announce that tonight’s football game between the Nashville Storm and the Nashville Kings is dedicated to Nashville Storm Fullback James Nickerson.”

“James Nickerson will not be able to play tonight’s game because he has a mission that is far more important- he is a member of the United States Army Special Forces, and he is on his way to Afghanistan to defend our country against our enemies.”

“The Nashville Storm tonight salute not only James Nickerson but all of the other brave men and women whose sacrifices make it possible to be here tonight and enjoy watching or participating in a football game. We place James Nickerson and his brave colleagues first in our prayers as they risk their lives and limbs to defend the freedoms we enjoy tonight.”

“And we pray that James Nickerson and all of those with him have a safe return home to those who love them. They are the best of America, and their safety and well-being should always be first in our hearts.”

In Nickerson’s last game (for a while) with the Storm, Nickerson, primarily known for being a devastating blocker at FB, scored for the first time in his Storm career by running a blocked Storm XP kick into the end-zone for a 2-point  conversion.

