November 12, 2006

DALLAS DIESEL RALLIES IN SECOND HALF TO WIN NAFL NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP; DALLAS DIESEL 24- NASHVILLE STORM 19

ORLANDO, FLORIDA- The time was only about 7:30 PM, Eastern time, but the sound you could hear was the clock striking midnight on the NAFL National Championship run of the Nashville Storm (15-3, 13-2 in NAFL play) as the Dallas Diesel won the NAFL National Football Championship over the Storm 24-19 after rebounding from a 19-7 Storm lead at halftime. The championship matchup was played at the Disney Wide World Of Sports Complex in Orlando, Florida (also the spring training home field of the Atlanta Braves), and both the Diesel and the Storm were playing in the National Championship Game of the 100+ team NAFL for the first time. The Storm, paced by 297 passing yards from QB Phellepe Hall (Maplewood/TSU) and a 93-yard rushing effort by TB Johnathan "Bama" Carter, had 27 first downs to 15 for the Diesel and outgained the Diesel in total offense 407-298, but the Diesel prevented the Storm from scoring any points on 2 different Storm drives inside the Diesel 10 and a 3rd which penetrated the Diesel 20.

Nashville struck quickly in the 1st Quarter; after Storm LB Justin Ely (Overton/Cumberland University) recovered a fumble on the Diesel 34 on the Diesel's 1st possession, Phellepe Hall hit Jeremie "Bird" Whittaker (Coahoma CC)for a 32-yard gain to the Diesel 2. On the next play, Johnathan "Bama" Carter ran the ball into the end zone for a 2-yard TD (The Diesel's Robert Richardson blocked Storm K Blake Coble's XP kick), giving the Storm a 6-0 lead. The Diesel quickly answered with a 67-yard drive capped by Diesel QB Arthur Robinson's 1-yard QB sneak to put the Diesel on top 7-6. After Hall threw INTs to Dallas LBs Demetrius Burleson and Rickey Poe on the next 2 Storm possessions, the Storm moved Gary Peete (AF2 Memphis Xplorers) to QB on the next possession, and generated a 16-play, 74 yard drive behind the running of Peete, Carter, and Antwan Ross (Lebanon/Huron University) down to the Diesel 2. The Diesel stopped the next 3 Storm plays, however, and Blake Coble's 20-yard FGA was blocked by Paul Carrizal of the Diesel. The next Diesel drive stalled at the Diesel 15, and the Storm's Roger Moore (Glencliff/Missouri Western) got a 21-yard punt return on the ensuing Diesel punt to give the Storm the ball at the Diesel 31. 3 plays later, Phellepe Hall hit Jeremie "Bird" Whittaker with a 21-yard TD pass (the Storm's 2-pt XP attempt, a Hall pass, was unsuccessful) to put the Storm back on top 12-7. After the Diesel went 3-and-out on their next possession, Hall connected on 5 passes in a row, capped by a 7-yard TD throw to Shaun Boykins (Murray State) for a TD, to give the Storm a 19-7 lead with 11 seconds to go in the 1st half. The 1st half ended with the score still 19-7 in favor of the Storm.

The Storm got the ball to open the 2nd half, and Johnathan "Bama" Carter ran 34 yards on the 1st play. A 9-yard pass from Hall to Peete 2 plays later gave the Storm 1st down on the Dallas 18. However, the Storm had a 5-yard penalty and a 3-yard TFL on Jemmel Roberts on the next 2 plays, and Blake Coble of the Storm missed a 42-yard FGA. The teams traded possessions until the 3-minute mark of the 3rd quarter, when a 13-yard Dallas punt return gave Dallas the ball on the Nashville 40, where Quante Gregg broke about 3 Storm tackles en route to a 40-yard TD run with 2:28 left in the 3rd Qtr, closing the gap to 19-14. The Storm went 3-and-out on their next possession, and then Dallas QB Wes St Aubin hit Richard Morris on a 45-yard pass to the Storm 1. On the next play, Quante Gregg scored his 2nd TD in 3 minutes with a 1-yard run with 19 seconds left in the 3rd Quarter, giving the Diesel the lead at 21-19.

On the Storm's first 4th Quarter possession, the Storm misfired on 2 deep opportunities, when Hall overthrew an open Albert Winn (TSU) when Winn was open behind the Diesel defense, and then, when Winn once again was open deep on Dallas, Winn dropped Hall's on-the-numbers throw. On Dallas' next possession, 26 yards in penalties on the Storm defense put Dallas in FG range, and Dallas K Sean Riley hit a 40-yard FG to give the Diesel a 24-19 lead. When the Storm got the ball back, the Storm, behind Carter's running and a 31-yard strike from Hall to Gary Peete, drove 70 yards to the Diesel 7, where Dallas stripped the football from Phellepe Hall and recovered the ball at the Dallas 14. Dallas gained 2 first downs before having to punt the ball back to the Storm with 1:55 left on the clock, where the Storm started a drive at their own 20. Hall hit Winn and Boykins on consecutive passes, then ran 16 yards to the Dallas 39 and hit Antonio Dilworth (Lane College) with a 16-yard pass to the Dallas 23. On the next play, however, Dallas sacked Hall at the Dallas 29; Hall then spiked the ball to stop the clock with 5 seconds left. On the last play of the game, Hall threw a strike toward Gino Jones (TSU) in the end zone, but Dallas DB Roosevelt Black recovered to bat the ball away at the last possible second, ending the game with a 24-19 Diesel victory.

With the victory, the Dallas Diesel (15-1) win the 2006 NAFL National Championship; the Nashville Storm's season ends with a 13-2 record in NAFL games.

GAME SUMMARY

                                                       1       2       HALF      3        4        FINAL

NASHVILLE STORM                 6      13        19         0         0           19

DALLAS DIESEL                        7       0          7         14        3           24

NASHVILLE- Johnathan Carter 2 run (Coble XP kick blocked)- 13:02 1st Qtr

DALLAS- Arthur Robinson 1 run (Riley kick)- 8:00 1st Qtr

NASHVILLE- Jeremie Whittaker 21 pass from Phellepe Hall (2-pt conv failed)- 3:05 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Shaun Boykins 7 pass from Phellepe Hall (Coble Kick)- 0:11 2nd Qtr

DALLAS- Quante Gregg 40 run (Riley kick)- 2:28 3rd Qtr

DALLAS- Quante Gregg 1 run (Riley Kick)- 0:19 3rd Qtr

DALLAS- Sean Riley 40 FG- 10:31 4th Qtr

STATISTICS

                                                         NASHVILLE                DALLAS

First Downs                                            27                               15

Yds Rushing                                        110                              140

Yds Passing                                         297                              158

Total Offense                                       407                              298

Passes                                             22-40-2-2                   8-19-1-0

Turnovers                                               3                                  2

