October 29, 2006


NASHVILLE STORM 10- ASHEVILLE GRIZZLIES 7; STORM WINS NAFL SOUTH TITLE, ADVANCES TO "FINAL FOUR" OF NAFL NATIONAL PLAYOFFS

MCGAVOCK STADIUM, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE- The Asheville Grizzlies (8-5 in NAFL play), the "Cinderella" team of the NAFL South playoffs with two road upsets in the last 2 weekends, showed up late for the NAFL Southern Conference Championship Game, but not nearly as late as the offense of the Nashville Storm (12-1 in NAFL play) was in showing up. However, the Storm defense was dominant on this chilly late October night, and the Storm offense caught fire in the 4th quarter to bring the Nashville Storm their 3rd NAFL Southern Conference Championship in 4 years at McGavock High School Saturday night. The Storm defense, led by LB's Justin Ely (Cumberland), Nathaniel Claybrooks (MTSU), and Antuian Bradford (Vanderbilt) and DL's Desmond Scantling (TSU) and Lonnie Harris (Arkansas-Pine Bluff), held stellar Asheville RB Cortez Oliver to just 43 yards on 14 carries and held the Asheville team to only 138 yards of total offense, 59 of which came in Asheville's first possession of the game. Storm RB Johnathan "Bama" Carter's 76 yards on 14 carries eased the pressure on Storm QB Phellepe Hall (Maplewood/TSU), who finished with 20 of 33 passing for 249 yards after a slow start.

Kickoff for the game was delayed until 8:00PM  because of the Grizzlies' late arrival; once the game began, the Grizzlies marched down the field 65 yards in 11 plays to take a 7-0 lead on Keyshaun Smith's 19-yard TD run with 6:47 left in the 1st Quarter. After a couple of inconsequential possessions by each team, the Storm finally drove to the Grizzlie 10 in the 2nd Quarter until the Grizzlie defense stiffened and forced a 32-yard FG attempt from Blake Coble (Centennial) which split the uprights, cutting the Grizzlie lead to 7-3 with 8:21 left in the 2nd Quarter. The Storm drove into the Grizzlie  "red zone" twice more in the 2nd Quarter, but the first drive was ended by an interception by Grizzlie CB Patrick Johnson, while the second was ended by the clock running out with Nashville on the Asheville 5, leaving the Grizzlies with a 7-3 halftime lead.

In the 3rd Quarter, The Storm turned the ball over to the Grizzlies inside the Storm 30 on the Storm's first two possessions (Hall lost a fumble on the first possession, while Gary Peete was sacked trying to punt on the second), but the Storm held the Grizzlies to unsuccessful field goal attempts by  O'Neil McCall on both the ensuing Grizzlie opportunities. The Storm had 2 subsequent drives deep into Grizzlie territory end without points due to a blocked FGA and a missed FGA before the Storm took over the ball on the Storm 26 midway thru the 4th Quarter. After 1 running play, Phellepe Hall connected on 5 consecutive passes, the 5th of which was a 30-yard TD pass to Gino Jones (TSU) for the Storm's only touchdown of the game with 5:31 left in the game to put the Storm in the lead 10-7. The Grizzlies would get 2 more possessions in the game; the first was a 3-and-out, the second was ended when Storm S Chane Price (TSU) stripped a fumble loose from an Asheville receiver at the Storm 31, giving the Storm the ball with less than a minute left on the clock, ensuring the 10-7 Storm win.

The Asheville Grizzlie season ended with the Storm victory. The Nashville Storm will travel to Camden, NJ next Saturday, November 4 to play the NAFL Eastern Conference Champion South Jersey Lynx (13-0 in NAFL play), who ousted the defending NAFL Champion Central Penn Piranha 21-13 last night, in the national semifinals of the NAFL playoffs. If the Storm wins this game, the Storm will play in the NAFL National Championship Game on November 11 at the Disney Wide World Of Sports Complex at Disneyworld in Orlando, FL.

GAME SUMMARY

                                                  1    2    HALF    3     4      FINAL

ASHEVILLE GRIZZLIES       7    0       7         0     0         7

NASHVILLE STORM             0    3       3        0      7        10

ASHEVILLE- Keyshaun Smith 19 run (McCall kick)- 6:47 1st Qtr

NASHVILLE- Blake Coble 32 FG- 8:21 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Gino Jones 30 pass from Phellepe Hall (Coble kick)- 5:31 4th Qtr

STATISTICS

                                         ASHEVILLE           NASHVILLE

First Downs                             9                              19

Yds Rushing                          54                             31

Yds Passing                           84                           249

Total Offense                        138                          280

Passes                              7-19-0-0                20-33-1-1

Turnovers                               2                               3

