October 3, 2007


Football: Nashville Storm Will Open The NAFL Playoffs Against A Familiar Foe

The official 2007 NAFL playoff brackets have been released, and the Nashville Storm will open their defense of their 2006 NAFL South Championship on Saturday night, October 13, at Stratford High School (1800 Stratford Avenue, Nashville,TN 37216) against a very familiar opponent; the Arkansas Rhinos (7-3) from Little Rock, AR, the 2005 NAFL South Champions.

The Rhino squad visiting Nashville will feature a bevy of talented former collegiate football players. They are coached by Head Coach Sebastian Stargell (Tennessee State University); the team's owner is Oscar Malone (University of Arkansas), one of the leading rushers in the history of Arkansas Razorback football; Malone also plays for the Rhinos as the team's starting middle linebacker. On offense, the Rhinos are QBed by Lawrence Copling (Arkansas-Pine Bluff). They have a formidable running back in Calvin Withers (Arkansas-Pine Bluff) and several fine receivers led by FaQuan Harris (University of Arkansas). On defense, the Rhinos are led by Malone, LB Michael Shack (Arkansas-Pine Bluff), and CB Sam Witcher (Henderson State) and his brother Ben Witcher (Henderson State), both of whom also play for the Arkansas Twisters AF2 team. The Rhinos also feature probably the best kicker in the NAFL South in Garrett Morgan (Central Arkansas).The Rhinos have a lifetime 7-6 record in games against the Nashville Storm, making them the only NAFL South team with a lifetime winning record against the Storm.

In 2007, the Nashville Storm won both regular season games against the Rhinos for the first time in the history of the 2 teams, prevailing 31-23 in Nashville on July 14 and 38-21 in Little Rock on August 18. The Storm had to come from behind in both games, as they trailed 17-6 in the early 3rd Quarter of the game in Nashville and 21-20 at the end of the 3rd Quarter in Little Rock. After the Storm's August 18 victory in Little Rock, the Rhinos rebounded to win their last 5 regular season games, clinching a NAFL playoff berth opposite Nashville by defeating the Memphis Panthers 15-12 on September 29 in Memphis.

The winner of this game will advance to play the winner of the October 13 NAFL playoff game between the Port City Monarchs and the Alabama Lightning. If the Rhinos win, they will be traveling to face the winner of that playoff matchup. If the Nashville Storm win and advance, they will travel to play the Port City Monarchs if the Monarchs are the winner of their game with the Lightning; if the Storm and the Alabama Lightning win and advance, the Lightning will come to Nashville Saturday night, October 20 to play the Storm at Stratford.

The admission gate will open for the Storm-Rhino game at 6 PM, Saturday night, October 13 at Stratford; kickoff of the game will be at 7 PM.

