September 30, 2007

Port City Monarchs Stun Nashville Storm 20-7 In Regular Season Finale

BUSTER BOGUSKIE STADIUM, STRATFORD HIGH SCHOOL, NASHVILLE,TN-  The Port City Monarchs (9-1) traveled to Nashville from Mobile, AL Saturday night to make a statement about Gulf Coast football, and they made their statement in a convincing fashion last night, handing the Nashville Storm their only NAFL regular season defeat by a 20-7 score.

On defense, the Monarchs employed a "Cover 2" defense designed to deny the deep pass, and it worked to near-perfection; the Monarchs held Nashville Storm QB Phellepe Hall (Maplewood/TSU) to 16 completions in 38 attempts and intercepted 2 Hall passes while keeping the Storm off of the scoreboard until the last 4 minutes of the game. And on offense, speedy Monarch RB/WR "Baby James" Mathews caught a 65-yard TD pass from Monarch QB Tavon Green and ran for a 59-yard touchdown in the 2nd half to give the Monarchs enough offense to clinch the victory.

The first half was scoreless as the defenses of both teams dominated. Each team had one significant scoring threat; the Monarchs drove to a first down on the Storm 7 on a 43-yard pass from Tavon Green to WR DeAndre Green (Auburn/Murray State), but the Storm held the Monarchs on downs behind 3 consecutive tackles for losses by Storm LBs Will Stilley (Eastern Kentucky), Justin Ely (Cumberland), and Nathaniel Claybrooks (MTSU). The Storm's scoring threat came on the last play of the first half, when Storm RB Johnathan (Bama) Carter caught a screen pass from Phellepe Hall and ran it 44 yards down to the Port City 1-yard line where he was tackled as time expired.

In the 2nd half, Port City scored on their first possession on Tavon Green's 65-yard scoring strike to "Baby James" Matthews. Then, late in the 3rd quarter, the Monarchs sacked Phellepe Hall and jarred the football loose, recovering the fumble at the Storm 2-yard line. 3 plays later, Tavon Green found WR LaBaron Chambers in the corner of the end zone for a 5-yard TD pass.

2 Storm drives into Port City territory at the Port City 15 and 40 stalled when the Monarchs forced Phellepe Hall into incomplete passes on 3rd and 4th down. Then, "Baby James" Mathews' 59-yard TD run at the 5:08 mark of the 4th Quarter, followed by his 2-point conversion run, gave the Monarchs a 20-0 lead.

The Storm finally scored on their next possession on a 5-play, 53-yard drive capped by Hall's 16-yard TD pass to Roger Moore (Missouri Western). The Storm would mount one more drive deep into Port City territory when Jeremy"Bird" Whittaker (Coahoma CC) caught a short pass from Hall and ran it into a 41-yard gain, but the drive would end on 3 straight incomplete Hall passes from the Port City 16.

With the victory, the Port City Monarchs will probably gain the 1st seed in the Southern Region in the upcoming NAFL playoffs. Both the Storm and Monarchs await the posting of the NAFL playoff brackets scheduled for tonight.

GAME SUMMARY

                                                            1       2       HALF       3       4       FINAL

PORT CITY MONARCHS              0       0           0          12      8         20

NASHVILLE STORM                      0       0           0           0       7          7

PORT CITY- James Matthews 65 pass from Tavon Green (Kick missed)- 10:29 3rd Qtr

PORT CITY- LaBaron Chambers 5 pass from Tavon Green (2-pt conv fails)- 0:28 3rd Qtr

PORT CITY- James Matthews 59 run (Matthews 2-pt conv run)- 5:08 4th Qtr

NASHVILLE- Roger Moore 16 pass from Phellepe Hall (Coble kick)- 3:51 4th Qtr

