September 9, 2007


Nashville Storm Win 10th Straight; Nashville Storm 21- Memphis Panthers 18

MEMPHIS, TN- The NAFL's Nashville Storm (10-1, 7-0 in NAFL play) overcame torrential rains and 5 Storm turnovers to remain unbeaten in NAFL play Saturday night with a 21-18 victory over a tough Memphis Panther team (3-2, both losses to the Storm) at Memphis' Hanks Field behind 3 TD passes from Storm QB Phellepe Hall (Maplewood/TSU).

The Panthers opened the scoring in the 2nd Quarter with a 10-play, 53-yard drive that culminated with a 2-yard TD run on 4th down by Panther LB Jermaine Beale (TSU), inserted into the game as a short-yardage RB. On the ensuing kickoff, the Panthers recovered a muffed catch from the Storm's Cordale Adams (Whites Creek), giving the Panthers the ball at the Storm 21. One play later, Panther QB Tony Moore connected with Panther WR Orlando Walker for a 21-yard TD pass, giving Memphis a 12-0 lead.

It didn't take long for the Storm to recover, however. On the first play of the next Storm possession, Phellepe Hall hit Storm WR Mario Merriweather (Bethel College) with a pass in the flat. Merriweather (reportedly clocked at 4.28 seconds in the 40-yard dash while at Bethel) made his defender miss and sprinted 57 yards to the end zone to trim the Memphis lead to 12-7. Then, on Memphis' next possession, Storm LB Gary Peete (AF2 Memphis Xplorers) sacked Panther QB Tony Moore and stripped loose a fumble, which was recovered by Storm LB Nathaniel Claybrooks (MTSU) at the Panther 9. On the Storm's first offensive play, Phellepe Hall hit Antorio Crawford with a 9-yard TD pass to give the Storm a 13-12 lead, which held up at halftime.

The 3rd Quarter was scoreless, as the Panthers ended 3 consecutive Storm possessions with interceptions of Phellepe Hall's passes. After the 3rd interception (this one by Panther DB Robert Lee), the Panthers launched an 85-yard drive to retake the lead on a 37-yard TD pass from QB Tony Moore to WR Eric Brent on the 3rd play of the 4th Quarter. After holding the Storm on the Storm's  next possession, the Panthers gambled on 4th and 1 at the Memphis 43, going for the 1st down. The gamble failed when Storm DE Lonnie Harris (Arkansas-Pine Bluff) tackled Panther RB Jeremy Hampton for a 2-yard loss, giving the Storm the ball at the Panther 41.

The Storm ran 6 consecutive running plays to drive the ball to the Memphis 17, where Phellepe Hall found Storm WR Jeremie "Bird" Whittaker in the end zone for the winning TD. Hall hit Albert Winn (TSU) with a pass for a 2-point conversion to make the final score 21-18.

The Nashville Storm will return home for a Saturday night (September 15) contest against the Knoxville Knights at Stratford High School, the Storm's first home game since August 4. The Memphis Panthers will travel to Mobile, AL on September 15 to take on the Port City Monarchs.

SCORING SUMMARY

                                                        1     2     HALF      3      4    FINAL

NASHVILLE STORM                  0    13      13          0     8       21

MEMPHIS PANTHERS              0    12      12         0      6       18

MEMPHIS- Jermaine Beale 2 run ( Smith XP kick missed)-8:56 2nd Qtr

MEMPHIS- Orlando Walker 21 pass from Tony Moore (2-pt conv fails)-8:15 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Mario Merriweather 57 pass from Phellepe Hall (Coble kick)-7:52 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Antorio Crawford 9 pass from Phellepe Hall (2-pt conv fails)-6:24 2nd Qtr

MEMPHIS- Eric Brent 37 pass from Tony Moore (2-pt conv fails)- 13:06 4th Qtr

NASHVILLE- Jeremie Whittaker 17 pass from Phellepe Hall (2 pt conv-Hall to Winn)-3:16 4th Qtr

