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MEMPHIS PANTHER OWNER/COACH  CHARLES WADE (BLUE CAP) IS A FORMER NFL WIDE RECEIVER AND A NASHVILLE NATIVE

SATURDAY NIGHT, AUGUST 9, STRATFORD HIGH SCHOOL- NASHVILLE STORM VS. MEMPHIS PANTHERS

The Nashville Storm, now 5-0 and ranked in the top 10 in every established Minor League Football national poll, brace for their toughest test yet; the invasion of Charles Wade’s tough Memphis Panthers, scheduled for this coming Saturday night (August 9) at Stratford High School (1800 Stratford Avenue, Nashville, TN 37216). The Panthers enter the game with a 2-1 record including a 19-17 victory over the Arkansas Rhinos; their only defeat was a 16-6 loss on the road to the undefeated and nationally-ranked St. Louis Bulldogs. The Panther roster includes such players as WR/DB Eric Brent (Lane College) and former All-OVC LB Jermaine Beale (TSU).

The Memphis Panther Owner/Head Coach, Charles Wade, is a Nashville native who played both high school football (Nashville’s old Meigs High School) and college football (TSU, under legendary TSU head coach John Merritt) in Nashville, TN before playing a 4-year NFL career as a wide receiver for the Miami Dolphins (where Wade earned a Super Bowl Ring in 1973), Chicago Bears, and Kansas City Chiefs.

The Nashville Storm and Memphis Panthers have played 4 times prior to this Saturday night’s game; while the Nashville Storm (who haven’t lost a game to another team from Tennessee since the 2002 season) have won all 4 games, all of the scores have been close. In 2006, the Storm defeated the Panthers 37-30 in Memphis and 14-6 in Nashville. In 2007, the Storm won 28-12 in Nashville and 21-18 in Memphis. In both of the Storm victories in Memphis, the Storm had to come from behind in the 4th quarter to win the game.

At this Saturday night’s game, the admission gate will open at 6 PM; kickoff will be at 7 PM. Adult admission is $8.00; kids aged 0-14 get in FREE. Entertainment will be provided by DJ Lil Les and the Nashville Storm Dance Team.
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NASHVILLE STORM ASSISTANT COACH SHAWN MALONE BARKS OUT INSTRUCTIONS IN THE NASHVILLE STORM’S COME-FROM-BEHIND 19-12 VICTORY OVER THE ARKANSAS RHINOS

THE RIVALRY (STORM/RHINOS I); NASHVILLE STORM COMES FROM BEHIND TO DEFEAT ARKANSAS RHINOS 19-12 IN JACKSONVILLE, AR

JACKSONVILLE, AR- In front of a near-sellout crowd of Arkansas Rhino fans (in 107-degree heat at kickoff, no less) in Jacksonville, AR, the Nashville Storm, ranked in the top 10 nationally in both of the established minor league football polls but also rusty after two straight bye weeks, struggled on offense for much of the game but regained enough of their offensive explosiveness late to leave Jacksonville with a 19-12 victory, the Storm’s 13th straight road win in a streak dating back to early 2006.

The Rhinos in the first quarter became the first team in 2008 to score a touchdown against the Storm defense, but the Storm defense still dominated the game, holding three Rhino QBs to a 4 for 21 passing night, sacking the Rhino QBs 4 times, and limiting the Rhinos to 42 yards of total offense for the game. The Rhino touchdown was on a drive of only 15 yards (on 7 plays) set up by a Rhino fumble recovery that allowed the Rhinos to start the drive on the Storm 15.

Offensively, Storm QB Tye Forte (Arkansas State/Bacone College) struggled early, completing only 1 of his first 7 passes and accounting for two early turnovers with a fumble and an interception; Forte, however, finished strong to complete 11 of 20 passes for 167 yards and 3 TDs. Johnathan “Bama” Carter led the Storm runners with 70 yards in 15 carries and caught one of Forte’s TD passes, a 26-yarder.

The Storm’s first possession ended disastrously when Rhino CB Sam Witcher (Henderson State) stripped the football from Storm QB Tye Forte and 6’7”, 290 lb Rhino DE Jeff Riegle scooped up the football and rumbled to the Storm 15-yard line. 7 plays later, Rhino QB Josh Crouch scored from the Storm 1 to put the Rhinos on top 7-0.

The Rhinos increased their lead to 10-0 in the 2nd quarter on a 38-yard FG from K Garrett Morgan (Central Arkansas) that was set up by Rhino S Daniel Brown’s 31-yard punt return. Immediately afterward, though, the Storm offense finally came alive with a 10-play, 79-yard drive capped by the 26-yard TD pass from Tye Forte to Johnathan Carter to cut the Rhino lead to 10-7 at halftime.

Late in the 3rd quarter, Storm SS Johnathan Weaver (Solano CC) blocked Garrett Morgan’s punt (Weaver’s 5th punt block of 2008) to give the Storm the ball at the Rhino 45. 5 plays later (now in the 4th quarter), Forte threw a 14-yard TD pass to Jeremy “Bird” Whittaker (Coahoma CC) to put the Storm on top for the first time 13-10.

Disaster struck the Storm again, though, on the extra point attempt, when Rhino CB Chris Johnson scooped up a bad snap and returned it all the way to the Storm end zone; in a controversial call (because the NAFL plays by NFL rules), the Arkansas refereeing crew incorrectly awarded the Rhinos 2 points on the play, making the score 13-12 in favor of the Storm. Late in the 4th quarter, however, Tye Forte extended the Storm lead to the 19-12 final score with a 48-yard TD pass to Albert Winn (TSU). The last Rhino scoring threat was ended by an interception and 40-yard return by Storm S Danarius Fowler (Pearl-Cohn).

The Nashville Storm (now 5-0) and the Arkansas Rhinos (now 2-2) will renew their rivalry on Saturday night, September 20 in Nashville, TN at Stratford High School. The Storm have now won 5 of their last 6 matchups with the Rhinos (including winning the last 3 in Arkansas) to take an 8-7 lead in victories in the all-time Storm-Rhino rivalry.

SCORING SUMMARY

                                                         1     2     HALF     3      4      FINAL

NASHVILLE STORM             0     7          7          0     12        19

ARKANSAS RHINOS             7     3         10         0      2         12

ARKANSAS- Josh Crouch 1 run (Morgan kick)- 4:02 1st qtr

ARKANSAS- Garrett Morgan 38 FG- 7:03 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Johnathan Carter 26 pass from Tye Forte (Gorecki kick)- 0:14 2nd qtr

NASHVILLE- Jeremie Whittaker 14 pass from Tye Forte (2-pt conv failed)- 13:52 4th qtr

ARKANSAS- Chris Johnson 93 return of Storm XPA fumble- 13:52 4th qtr

NASHVILLE- Albert Winn 48 pass from Tye Forte (Gorecki kick blocked)- 4:37 4th qtr
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FORMER NASHVILLE STORM WR TARIO FREDERICK BURSTS TOWARD END ZONE FOR AIFA HUNTINGTON HEROES
FORMER NASHVILLE STORM WR TARIO FREDERICK FINISHES 1ST SEASON IN PRO ARENA FOOTBALL WITH 22 TOUCHDOWNS

2006-2007 Nashville Storm WR Tario Frederick (Bethel College) has just completed his first season as a professional Arena Football player as a high-impact player in both the AIFA and in Arena Football2, playing his first 9 games for the AIFA Huntington(WVA) Heroes before finishing the 2008 season playing for the Arena Football2 Peoria (ILL) Pirates. Frederick was both a starter and an impact WR for both of his 2008 teams: in 9 games with the AIFA Huntington Heroes, Frederick caught 39 passes for 565 yards and 12 TDs, and in the AF2 Peoria Pirates’ last 7 games, Frederick caught 33 passes for 551 yards and 9 TDs. In addition, Frederick ran the ball 12 times for 62 yards and 1 TD for the Peoria Pirates.

All in all, Tario Frederick caught 72 passes for 1116 yards and 21 TDs (plus 1 rushing TD) in his first pro Arena Football season. In 2 years as a Nashville Storm WR, Frederick caught 37 passes for 574 yards and 7 TDs.

In the AF2 Peoria Pirates YouTube game action video below, Tario Frederick makes a spectacular diving TD catch (the play is the first of the 3 plays on the video):

<object width="425" height="344"><param name="movie" value="http://www.youtube.com/v/Oj8eT767c2M&hl=en&fs=1"></param><param name="allowFullScreen" value="true"></param><embed src="http://www.youtube.com/v/Oj8eT767c2M&hl=en&fs=1" type="application/x-shockwave-flash" allowfullscreen="true" width="425" height="344"></embed></object>
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NASHVILLE STORM DEFENDERS CELEBRATE AFTER DT DANNY ROBERSON (TSU) RECOVERS A MEMPHIS BLAST  FUMBLE FOR A TD

5 GAMES, ONLY (-1) YARDS SURRENDERED ON DEFENSE; IS THIS THE BEST NASHVILLE STORM DEFENSE EVER??????????????

In the Spring of 2008, the Nashville Storm faced a dillema on the defensive side of the football; several longtime Nashville Storm starters with All-Star and MLFN All-American credentials, including OLB Nathaniel Claybrooks (MTSU), MLB Justin Ely (Cumberland), FS Chane Price (TSU), and DT Desmond Scantling (TSU) had decided to retire, and other excellent 2007 defensive players like S Jeremiah Weaver (MTSU) and LB/DE Lance Charles  (Tulane) had decided not to return as well. Outstanding Storm DB Kareem Bland (MTSU) moved to Atlanta in mid-2007 and CB Fred Beard (TSU), while on the 2008 Nashville Storm roster, has yet to appear in a 2008 game. A decline in the Nashville Storm defensive unit appeared inevitable.

Now, the Nashville Storm have played 5 2008 games; the defensive decline??? IT HASN’T HAPPENED. The 2006 Nashville Storm defense (the Storm team that played in the NAFL National Championship Game) was a superb defense, giving up only 151 yards per game. But through 5 games, the 2008 Nashville Storm defensive unit has given up (-1) yards on the season and only one touchdown (and that one was on a drive of just 15 yards). The 2008 Storm defense has been a QB sack machine, recording 34 QB sacks in 5 games; by contrast, the 2007 Storm had 28 QB sacks in 14 games. 

Why has a defense that lost so many outstanding players gotten seemingly better? There are several reasons:

1- OUTSTANDING SEASONS BY THE REMAINING VETERANS- DT Danny Roberson, LB Will Stilley, DE’s Del Merritt and Lonnie Harris, and CB Cromwell Stewart have played outstanding football in 2008, and Storm jack-of-all-trades Gary Peete has gone from being primarily an offensive player to primarily a defensive player with impressive results.

2- SOME FORMER STORM RESERVES HAVE COME UP LARGE IN INCREASED PLAYING TIME- DBs Danarius Fowler  and Marcus Hill are seeing more playing time, and coming up large.

3- AN INCREDIBLE STORM ROOKIE CLASS ON DEFENSE- The Storm D has added rookie players like Eldred Howard (TSU), Derrick Johnson (Bethel), Jeremy Sims (Georgia State), Michael Curtis (Campbellsville), Gerald Davis (Cumbeland), Rod Higgins (MTSU), Mark Williamson (Pearl-Cohn) and last but certainly not least SS Johnathan Weaver (Solano CC), the nightmare of every punter in America. Every one of these players is having an outstanding 2008 season.

4- COACH HUNTER’S DECISION TO ADD MORE ASSISTANTS TO THE DEFENSIVE SIDE OF THE BALL- Veteran Storm assistant Tondrick Davis has done an outstanding job as the new Defensive Coordinator, and he now has 3 excellent assistants devoted to defense (Timmy Clardy, Jason Fisher, Chauncey Smiley).

Is the 2008 Nashville Storm defense the best Storm defense ever??? We won’t really know until November. But it’s getting off to a good start.
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JEREMIE “BIRD” WHITTAKER RACES TO END-ZONE PAYDIRT

NASHVILLE STORM EARNS NATIONAL “TOP 10” SPOTS IN BOTH THE MLFN AND NFE RANKINGS

Last week, the Minor League Football News ( http://www.minorleaguefootballnews.com ) and National Football Events ( http://www.nationalfootballevents.com ) released their first national rankings of minor league football teams, and the Nashville Storm have earned national top 10 rankings in both polls: Minor League Football News has ranked the Nashville Storm at #5 nationally in their national rankings, while National Football Events ranks the Nashville Storm at #9 in the nation in their national Coaches’ Poll.

For those who would like to view these ranking pages, here are the links:

NATIONAL FOOTBALL EVENTS- http://www.nationalfootballevents.com/poll_national.html
MINOR LEAGUE FOOTBALL NEWS- http://www.minorleaguefootballnews.com/default.asp?sourceid=&smenu=91&twindow=Default&mad=No&sdetail=&wpage=&skeyword=&sidate=&ccat=&ccatm=&restate=&restatus=&reoption=&retype=&repmin=&repmax=&rebed=&rebath=&subname=&pform=&sc=2576&hn=minorleaguefootballnews&he=.com
