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LEGENDARY STORM DT DANNY ROBERSON (TSU) DURING RAIN DELAY AGAINST MEMPHIS BLAST
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STORM SS JOHNATHAN “SANDMAN” WEAVER (#47-CERRITOS CC) BLOCKS A BLAST PUNT THAT STORM CB ROD HIGGINS (#30-MTSU) WOULD RECOVER IN THE END ZONE FOR A TD
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STORM WR DAN REED (#80-CAMPBELLSVILLE) LEAPS INTO THE END ZONE FOR A TD AS TE MONROE SIMMONS CHEERS HIM ON
NASHVILLE STORM SURVIVES “GOD’S STORM” AND MEMPHIS BLAST 54-0 TO MOVE TO 4-0 ON 2008 SEASON

BUSTER BOGUSKIE STADIUM, STRATFORD HIGH SCHOOL, NASHVILLE, TN- The Memphis Blast arrived in Nashville to play a football game in miserable weather conditions featuring severe thunderstorms and heavy rainfall for much of the game. However, the “Storm” on the field proved to be an even bigger obstacle than the “Storm” in the sky, as the Nashville Storm, clad in new purple uniforms, made short work of the Blast, rolling to a 41-0 halftime lead en route to a 54-0 victory over the Blast at Stratford High School Saturday night.

On defense, the Storm was as dominant as it had been in the Storm’s previous three games; the Blast had (-30) yards of total offense for the game, as DE Lonnie Harris (Arkansas-Pine Bluff) and DT Danny Roberson (TSU) had spectacular games on a Storm defensive front that recorded 12 tackles for losses and 5 Quarterback Sacks. In addition, the Storm defense accounted for some of the Storm scoring, as Storm DT Eldred Howard (TSU) recovered a Blast fumble in the end zone, Storm LB Will Stilley (Eastern Kentucky) returned an interception 61 yards for another score, and  Storm CB Rod Higgins (MTSU) scored with a recovery of a blocked Blast punt. The Storm defensive unit has still not given up a point in the 2008 season.

On offense, the Storm averaged 8.3 yards per play despite throwing the football only 7 times in the game; the Storm got maximum efficiency from the 7 throws, however, as Storm WRs Jeremie “Bird” Whittaker (Itawamba CC) and Dan Reed (Campbellsville University) caught TD passes from Storm QB Tye Forte (Arkansas State/Bacone College), and Storm WR DeQuinn Wofford (Bethel College) caught a TD pass from Storm backup QB Jason Hankins (Lebanon HS/Rainy River JC). Storm RBs Anthony “Batman” Martin and Johnathan “Bama” Carter added TDs on the ground in the Storm victory.

For the 3rd consecutive game, the Storm scored on the game’s opening possession as Anthony “Batman” Martin’s 20-yard TD run capped a 4-play , 43 yard drive where all 4 plays were running plays by Martin. Then, the Blast’s first offensive series ended disastrously when Storm DE Gary Peete (AF2 Memphis Xplorers) stripped the football from Blast QB Marcus Fair in the end zone and DT Eldred Howard recovered the fumble for the Storm’s second TD. On the next Blast possession, Storm CB Rod Higgins sacked Blast punter James Lawton on 4th down, giving the Storm the ball at the Blast 31. Five plays later, Johnathan “Bama” Carter ran the ball into the end zone from the 4 yard line to put the Storm ahead 21-0.

In the 2nd quarter, Storm LB Will Stilley intercepted Marcus Fair’s pass and returned it 61 yards for a touchdown with 9:02 left. A couple of minutes later, the referees stopped play for 10 minutes after a round of lightning and heavy rainfall; when conditions improved slightly, the teams resumed play and Storm QB tye Forte raised the Storm lead to 34-0 with a 52-yard TD pass to Jeremie Whittaker. Then, on the next Memphis possession, Storm SS Jonathan “Sandman” Weaver (Cerritos CC) blocked James Lawton’s punt and CB Rod Higgins recovered the blocked kick in the end zone to give the Storm a 41-0 halftime lead.

In the 2nd half, Forte hit Dan Reed with a 33-yard TD pass to raise the Storm lead to 48-0 on the Storm’s first offensive play of the half. The final Storm TD would come on Hankins’ 24-yard TD pass to DeQuinn Wofford with 5:12 left in the game. Storm CB Gerald Davis (Cumberland) intercepted a pass from the Blast’s Lucas Spencer to end the Blast’s final offensive possession before the Storm ran out the clock.

The Nashville Storm are now 4-0 and head on the road Saturday, July 19, to play the Memphis Panthers in Arlington, TN. The Storm then have a bye week on July 26  before heading to Jacksonville, AR to play the Arkansas Rhinos on Saturday, August 2. Then, the Storm’s next home game will be Saturday night, August 9, against the Memphis Panthers at Stratford High School.

GAME SUMMARY

                                                         1      2      HALF      3      4      FINAL

MEMPHIS BLAST                  0      0           0           0      0           0

NASHVILLE STORM            21   20         41         7      6          54

NASHVILLE- Anthony Martin 20 run (Gorecki Kick)- 12:34 1st Qtr

NASHVILLE- Eldred Howard fumble recovery in end zone (Gorecki kick)- 9:07 1st Qtr

NASHVILLE- Johnathan Carter 4 run (Gorecki kick)- 2:06 1st Qtr

NASHVILLE- Will Stilley 61 INT return (Richardson kick)- 9:02 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Jeremie Whittaker 52 pass from Tye Forte (Richardson kick missed)- 3:53 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Rod Higgins recovery of blocked punt in end zone (Richardson kick)- 0:59 2nd Qtr

NASHVILLE- Dan Reed 33 pass from Tye Forte (Richardson kick)- 12:27 3rd Qtr

NASHVILLE- DeQuinn Wofford 24 pass from Jason Hankins (Richardson kick missed)- 5:12 4th Qtr
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MEMPHIS PANTHER OWNER/COACH CHARLES WADE (BLUE CAP)  INSTRUCTS A PANTHER PLAYER ON SIDELINE

NEXT UP; NASHVILLE STORM HEAD TO THE “BLUFF CITY” TO TAKE ON A TOUGH MEMPHIS PANTHER TEAM

The Nashville Storm head to the Memphis, TN area for their next game on Saturday, July 19 against the Memphis Panthers, who are both owned and coached by former NFL WR (and Nashville native) Charles Wade. The Storm carry a 12-game road winning streak (dating back to early 2006) into the game, and two of those road wins have been against the Panthers; however, the Panthers certainly haven’t been an “easy out” for the Storm, especially in Memphis, where the Storm had to come from behind in the 4th Quarter in both 2006 and 2007 to beat the Panthers by scores of 37-30 and 21-18. 

Coach Wade, who played 4 years in the NFL at just 164 pounds, has instilled a tough attitude in the Panthers, who are playing in their 3rd season in the Bluff City. And he has outstanding players such as former All-OVC MLB Jermaine Beale (TSU) and WR/CB Eric Brent (Lane College). The combination is likely to result in the Nashville Storm’s toughest test of 2008.

The probable site of Saturday night’s Storm-Panther game is Arlington High School in the Memphis suburb of Arlington, with a probable kickoff time of 7 PM.

